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Details of approval  
The syllabus was approved by the board of the Department of Psychology on 2025- 04-08.  

The syllabus is valid from Autumn 2025.  

General Information  
The course is offered as a third-cycle optional seminar course.  

Language of instruction: English  

Main field of studies: Psychology  

Learning outcomes 
On completion of the course, the student shall be able to:  

Knowledge and understanding  

• Demonstrate knowledge of professional identity development as a doctoral student from 
novice to expert. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of different psychological writing practices in different psychological 
fields as well as in journals focusing on different methodology. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of publication practices in psychology and different strategies for 
publication 



• Demonstrate knowledge of how to analyse potential journals to find suitable journals and avoid 
less credible outlets in a relevant field. 

Competence and skills 

• Demonstrate an ability to reflect upon psychological writing practices by critically evaluating 
and discussing research articles for different psychological fields as well as methodologies. 

• Demonstrate an ability to critically discuss publication practices in psychology and to 
formulate strategies for publication. 

• How to analyse potential journals to find suitable outlets and avoid less credible journals in a 
relevant field 

• Demonstrate an in-depth ability to formulate writing strategies as well as to write the different 
parts of a research manuscript on a relevant research problem or project in Psychology  

Judgement and approach  

• Demonstrate an in-depth ability to independently and critically assess the quality of written 
research manuscripts by reviewing and critically discussing research literature in terms of 
writing quality, methodology driven difference and ethics in writing. 

Course content  

The course is the first module in a series of 3 modules (running during 3 years, one each year) that 
together are intended to provide the doctoral students with advanced generic research skills. The first 
module offers an insight into research on professional development as a doctoral student. The main 
focus of the course is different perspectives on writing, publication and reviewing practices. It includes 
knowledge of how to compose an introduction with a relevant and argumentative rationale and how to 
discuss the research findings in different forms of outlets. The course will also involve strategies of how 
to select journals, writing letters to editors as well as addressing referee comments. Another course 
content is to introduce strategies for how to avoid the less scrupulous journals. In summary, the course 
will present possibilities for students to reflect upon their doctoral identity development and improve 
their writing and reviewing practices. 

Course design  

The course consists of lectures and compulsory seminars where the students discuss PhD 
development, and work with and reflect upon their writing, reviewing tasks and publication procedures. 
Some seminars are led by the students taking part in the course. 80% presence and there will be 
possibilities for compensation in a parallell writing group for senior researchers. 

Assessment  

As examination on the course, the student has different writing and feedback assignments which will 
be collected in a course portfolio. At the end students will write a final examination paper where the 
students reflect upon and summarize what they have learned. The students also plan and lead at least 
one seminar and are expected to actively take part in compulsory seminars.  

Grades  

The grades awarded are Pass or Fail. To be awarded a grade of Pass, students must have attained the 
learning outcomes stated for the course and completed the seminar components. At the start of the 



course students are informed about the learning outcomes stated in the syllabus, as well as the grading 
scale and how it is applied in the assessment of the course.  

Entry requirements  

To be eligible for the course, the student must be currently enrolled as a doctoral student. If a selection 
of participants is necessary, first, doctoral students in Psychology, and second, at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, have priority.  

A good command of the English language, both spoken and written, equivalent to English 6/B 
(advanced) proficiency in the Swedish secondary system, is required. Equivalence assessments will be 
made according to national guidelines.  

Literature  
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Student selected “model” articles to analyse and review from different psychological fields to 
identify writing strategies towards “best practices”. 


