
Lund University  INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION 
Department of Psychology  TO THE DOCTORAL PROGRAM 
 

How to apply  
Applications to the doctoral program are announced on the website and registered through the 
university's application portal at the latest on the deadline. The deadline for the open application is 
March 1st . All application documents must be uploaded via the application portal. The application 
documents must be marked with the respective letters (A, B, C and D) and attached to the application. 
 

A. Curriculum vitae  
The CV should contain the following headings: academic qualifications, academic degrees, current 
position, research-relevant work experience and scientific reports with the following headings: 

1. Internationally published peer-reviewed articles; chapters published in international peer-
 reviewed research volumes (indicate journal/book)  
2. Other published articles of scientific types, mainly in the field of psychology  
3. Unpublished manuscripts, e.g. articles submitted to scientific journals 
4. Theses, e.g. master theses. 

Non-scientific reports should not be listed. Attach a copy of the articles, chapters and theses, as well as 
certified copies of the merits referred to in the CV. 
 

B. Preliminary plan for the thesis work  
The plan for the thesis work should include the following headings:  

- Research approach and scientific field (see department divisions) 
- Title of the thesis  
- Background of the thesis  
- Anchoring in the research field and links to previous research  
- Purpose and research questions of the thesis  
- Participant group (number, sample, recruitment), material, design, procedure and analysis  
- References (according to the APA manual, latest edition)  

The plan may comprise a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 4 pages excluding references (single-spaced, 
font size 12 pt). The plan is evaluated, e.g., based on its theoretical value, connection to the state-of-art, 
choice of method in relation to the research problem, feasibility and novelty. 
 

C. Timetable  
The timetable for the thesis work (a total of 4 years for full-time studies - the normal case, and 8 years 
for half-time studies) must include an approximate semester-by-semester plan.  
 

D. Financing plan  
The open PhD position announced yearly is financed by faculty funding. Alternative calls are 
announced during the year – project specific calls - have external funding. External projects involve:  

- Funding from research councils, foundations, state and municipal organizations  
- Employer funding (demands an agreement with Lund University) 

 

Admission  
Applicants can only be admitted to the doctoral program as doctoral employees paid by faculty funds or 
external funding. The admission procedure may include an interview with the applicants. In accordance 
with the Higher Education Regulation, the department selects eligible applicants to the doctoral 
program, considering the following criteria:  
• The capacity to successfully complete the doctoral program  

- The quality of the thesis plan in terms of presentation of theory, method and research questions  
- Internationally published: peer-reviewed articles; peer-reviewed chapters in research volumes 
- Other published articles of a scientific nature, mainly in the field of psychology  
- Unpublished manuscripts, e.g. articles submitted to scientific journals  
- Theses, e.g. Master theses  

• Acceptable funding of the research studies in case of external funding  
• Access to supervision in the relevant field. 

 


