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General information
The course is offered as a third-cycle, optional, theory course with elements of method, analysis, and

practical components.
Language of instruction: English

Main field of studies: Psychology, Philosophy of Psychology/Science

Learning outcomes
On completion of the course, the student shall be able to:

Knowledge and understanding
e Demonstrate understanding of the philosophical assumptions and theory of Ecological

Psychology and Dynamic Systems Theory and how these compare and contrast with their
chosen field/research/construct(s) of interest (or, chosen topic).

e Demonstrate in-depth knowledge of different Ecological and Dynamical methods and
analyses as applied to their chosen topic and how they could yield novel research-theoretical

insights.



Competence and skills
e Demonstrate the ability to criticize and draw out the theoretical consequences of using

particular methods and analyses.

e Demonstrate the ability to redefine their chosen topic to fit Ecological-Dynamical
assumptions and research processes.

e Demonstrate the ability to create a method and analysis compatible with Ecological-

Dynamical principles using their redefined topic.

Judgment and approach
e Demonstrate the ability to independently and critically assess their chosen topic’s definitions,

methods and analyses by reviewing and critically discussing them in terms of consistency
across the research process.
e Demonstrate the ability to assess the methodological, analytical, philosophical, and practical

implications of their reconceptualized topic.

Course content
The course offers theoretical, methodological, and analytical alternatives from process-relational

psychological approaches like Dynamic Systems Theory and Ecological Psychology. The course is
intended to apply the philosophical backgrounding of Ecological-Dynamical assumptions to
participants’ current research. Participants are encouraged to explore the research literature from
process-relational approaches further. This requires independently finding important readings and
applying process-relational assumptions to current concepts through critically assessing the latter and

identifying ways of reconceptualizing them using the former.

Course design
The course consists of lectures, seminars, and presentations. Most seminars and all presentations are

led by course participants.

Assessment
As examination on the course the participant writes a paper where their chosen

field/research/construct(s) of interest are redefined using process-relational approaches. Structural
particularities in each participants’ paper are in part self-determined by choosing one of four

alternatives; a quantitative or qualitative experimental approach, or a theoretical-philosophical or
theoretical-practical one. Participants also plan and lead at least one seminar, actively takes partin

compulsory seminars, and present ongoing progress on their work.



Grades
Participants are graded Pass or Fail. To be awarded a Pass, students must have attained the learning

outcomes stated for the course in their individual paper and by completing the seminar attendance

and presentation demands.

At the start of the course participants are informed about the learning outcomes stated in the

syllabus, about the grading scale, and how it is applied to the assessments in the course.

Entry requirements
To be eligible for the course, the student must currently be enrolled as a doctoral student. If a

selection of participants is necessary, doctoral students in Psychology are prioritized, followed by

students at the Lund University Faculty of Social Sciences.

A good command of the English language, both spoken and written, equivalent to English 6/B
(advanced) proficiency in the Swedish secondary system, is required. Equivalence assessments will be

made according to national guidelines.
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Selected literature is 202 pages and will be made available on the course Canvas page. Also, there will
be additional readings selected by the participants (approx. 200 pages) and recommendations by the
course leader dependent on relevance to participants’ chosen field/research/construct(s) of interest

for their paper submission (approx. 200 pages).



